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Happy New Year
  

The Heart
of the
Matter
Conference



Foster
honored
for his
vision

MLK Day of Service
project

Mayor-elect Rick Kriseman
— “I resolve to help our community be all it can be, and to build a
future where the sun shines on
everyone in the Sunshine City.
Here’s to a happy, healthy and
prosperous 2014 for every resident of the City of St. Petersburg.”

Janice Starling-Williams —
“I resolve to enjoy my new kidney
and continue in good health.”

Jef f Copeland — “I resolve
to build an unbreakable relationship with God, focus on family and
friends, help build a community
that is self-sufficient and self-energized so that we can once again
become a village and help each
other.”

Mayor Bill Foster
Donna Welch
BY JON WILSON
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Led by Chairwoman Gwendolyn Reese, members of
the African American Heritage Association presented
Mayor Bill Foster with a
mounted plaque to honor
his recognition of the city’s
black history.
The outgoing mayor
jump started the Heritage
Association two years ago,
with the goal of permanently recording and celebrating the people and
places important to the
community’s growth and
development.
In his acceptance, which
took place at the St. Petersburg City Council meeting
Wed., Dec. 19, Foster cited
the many historical elements that have been important to the community
and to the city as a whole.
“This is something that
will certainly survive me
and all of us,” Foster said as
he took the mic. He went on
to explain where the idea of
the heritage association
came from. “As mayor you

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Heart of the Matter
Conference, one of the 2014
MLK Day of Service
projects, was created to ignite, inspire and transform
the lives of teens and preteen girls throughout the
community.
The conference is designed to be a platform for
young ladies to express their

Ed Edwards, WRXB — “I resolve to reach even more great listeners than we did last year.”

Cranstan Cumberbatch —
“To be more of a positive influence
and to affect the change I wish to
see in the world.”

Sherr y Pringle — “I resolve
to simplify my life.”

Gwen Reese — “I resolve to
live life fully, inwardly and outwardly.”

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart -“I resolve to make more of an
investment in the generation
to follow, by supporting and
preparing them for community
leadership.”

Deborah Figgs-Sanders —
“I want to better understand what
I need to know, who I need to
know and then what would God
have me to do with it to make it all
relevant.”

See HEART , page 2

See RESOLUTIONS, page 9


 

Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.





Tony & Nello's

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

See FOSTER, page 6
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By Jon Wilson

St. Petersburg 50 years ago

Mercy Hospital circa, 1960.
St. Petersburg’s population was approaching 200,000 after a 1950s housing
boom that brought many African Americans to the city for construction jobs. The
1960s census reported the city’s overall
population as 181,298; African Americans
comprised about 13 percent of the overall
figure, with 24,080 residents.
Still a few years away from closing,
Mercy Hospital added three one-floor
wings, bringing the total bed capacity to
78, far short of the community’s needs.
The Atlantic Coast Line railroad tracks
still ran down First Avenue South, but the
last train would leave downtown in June.
Many people still followed the tracks to
South Mole, the segregated beach for
African Americans that in later years became Demens Landing.
Integration continued to take small
steps, but schools still were largely segregated. The cafeteria culture remained active, and many African-American men and
women worked in several downtown.
On June 21 of 1963, black people and
white people were making plans to picket
St. Petersburg theaters to protest racial
discrimination. The Florida and Center
theaters – neither now existing – were
named as specific targets. The St. Petersburg Youth Council sponsored the demonstrations. Then in September, it was
reported in newspapers that the theaters
had been “desegregated quietly without a
ripple of violence.” Meanwhile, a plan for
total desegregation in St. Petersburg was
scheduled to be discussed before the
Council on Human Relations.
In July, Louis O. Harper, NAACP
leader and Gibbs Junior College math
teacher, told a mass meeting in St. Petersburg that “St. Petersburg Negroes and
others all over the nation who are deprived
of their rights must be impatient with the
snail’s pace of desegregation.” And hymnsinging youths picketed the Little Club, a
white-owned bar on 18th Avenue South
just west of 22nd Street that would only
serve African Americans through a side
window while whites drank inside.
In September, Gibbs Junior College
president Dr. John W. Rembert told an as-

sembly of students and teachers that “The
Negro is on the threshold of a golden age.”
That same month, Gibbs Junior College
lowered its flags to half-staff and the St. Petersburg Youth Council sought a church
for a memorial after four girls were killed
in a Birmingham church bombing. One of
the girls, 11-year-old Denise McNair, was
the only daughter of a couple who were
close friends of junior college instructors
Cecil B. Keene and William Motley. The
bombing was the 21st in Birmingham
going back to December 1956.
That fall, Edgar Wilcox, Reginald
Lawrence and Benjamin Mayes were among
Gibbs High School football standouts.
In December, staff members of the
Gibbs student newspaper, The Student
Voice were announced: John Bynum editor in chief; Willie Mae Andrews, assistant
editor; Gloria Thompson, secretary; Kenneth Graham, sports editor; Dorothy Favors, head typist; Shirley Young,
advertisement editor; Olivia Adams, feature editor; and Patricia Ford, head copyreader.
In November, Gibbs National Honor
Society members made a trek to Orlando
Jones High to watch the Jones NHS induction ceremonies. Beverly Givens, president of the school’s Pacemakers Chapter,
helped organize the trip along with Gloria
Riley, librarian and faculty advisor. French
students were working on a combined
French-English play, Bon Voyage. Otha
Favors, who later became Askia Muhammad Aquil, was the Gibbs correspondent
for the Evening Independent; he had been
a St. Petersburg Times intern during the
previous summer.
At Campbell Park Elementary, students put on the play The Greatest American, under the direction of Inez Rodriguez
and Lottie Ballard. The play’s main characters included Watson Haynes, Lee
Lester, Vanetta Parham, Shirley Chambliss and Johnny Davis. It was part of American Education Week, proclaimed by
President John F. Kennedy.
Two weeks later, churches throughout
the community were holding memorial
services for the assassinated President.

A one-day conference to uplift young girls
From HEART, page 1

thoughts and voice their
inner fears and it will also
give them the opportunity
to learn that their emotional
trials and tribulations are
shared by many of their
peers. The goal is to offer
them positive alternatives,
insight and possible remedies to help them overcome
any personal obstacles.
Sponsored by My
Daughter’s Keeper of
Tampa Bay, Inc., the conference will be held at the
James B. Sanderlin Family
Center on Jan. 20. Facilitator for the conference,
Donna Welch, is also the
president and program coordinator of this faith-based
literacy and technology program that is funded by the
Juvenile Welfare Board.
The program has several locations throughout south
St. Petersburg.
My Daughter’s Keeper
has partnered with faithbased organizations: Christ
Gospel, Bethel Metropolitan, Southside Tabernacle,
Rock of Jesus, St. Petersburg Islamic, Faith Memorial and the Mariner’s
Pointe Apartment Complex
in efforts to address the academic challenges that the
youth face in the community.
With several locations
and a staff of 30 to oversee,
Welch’s day runs well pass
the typical 9-5 hour job. Her
duties include budget reporting, purchase requisitions and finding web based
support and curriculum.
This busy professional is
married to Pinellas County
Commissioner Ken Welch
and has two daughters,
Keonna and Kenya, of her
own.
Her “Save-A-Girl Movement” is one of her personal
passions and this one-day
event is uniquely designed
to ignite this movement that
was created to educate, motivate and advocate the
need for a community of
women to invest in middle
and high school aged girls.
“Girls need to have
more focus and support,”
Welch explained. “They are
looking for that special love
and special attention. Rejections are hard for them and
can sometime make them
promiscuous.”
Welch spoke of conversations from the girls that
were heartbreaking, but re-

vealed true, raw emotions
that sometimes were spinning out of control.
“So many don’t like who
they are, they say ‘my day is
dark,’” she explained. “You
can see the anger on their
face. They have major selfesteem issues and they
don’t know their own selfworth. I want them to know
that women are strong and
we can make it. You don’t
have to be validated by
someone else.”
Welch is reaching out to
the women in the community to join the conference
also. She feels that one of
the powerful core elements
will be to have women
come and share their personal stories of adversity,
failures and successes. She
is encouraging all women to
be a part of the conference
and to continue mentoring
so there can be a “pool” of
available women to link up
with individual girls.
The Heart of the Matter
Conference will have breakout sessions that hopefully
will open the lines of communication and offer life
lessons that will enrich the
lives of the girls. Some topics of discussion will include
“Communicating to be
Heard,” “He Loves Me, He
Loves Me Not” and “Beauty
is Skin Deep” among others.
There will also be sessions for adults including “A
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Look Back, A Story Untold”
that will give the girls a
chance to hear testimonials
from adult women who
overcame difficulties in
their lives.
She is so appreciative
for the chance to put on this
conference. “I would like to
acknowledge State Representative Darryl Rouson for
his leadership in spearheading the Martin Luther King
Day of Service through securing the funds from the
State Legislature in efforts
for the community to come
together in honor of Dr.
King’s legacy in serving
others,” she said.
Welch is excitedly
preparing and is hopeful
that it will be a life-changing
event for the young women
in attendance. “It is a passion of mine to lift and rise
our daughters up and show
them we understand their
challenge. If you just help
someone along the way,
your life will not be in vain,”
she concluded.
The Heart of the Matter
Conference will be held Jan.
20 at the James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood Family Center, 2335 22nd Ave. S., St Petersburg from 10:30 – 4:30
p.m. There will be refreshments and the event is free.
To register for the conference, visit their website
at www.mdktampabay.org
or send an email to
dwelch@mdktampabay.org.

Lyn Johnson,
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Inaugural MLK
Community Cookout
ST. PETERSBURG —
Come out and enjoy the
Inaugural MLK Community Cookout Sat., Jan. 18
from 1-5 p.m. at Lake
Vista Park, 1604 62nd
Ave. S.
The purpose of the
cookout is to bring the
community together to
help save the youth of St.
Petersburg. We’re reaching out to all businesses,
organizations, churches,
schools, youth centers
and social clubs. This
event is open to anyone
that may have a personal
or professional interest
in our community.
Also, an underprivileged high school senior
will have a chance to win
a scholarship.
To qualify, they
must be a:
1. A graduating senior
with a GPA of a 2.5, nothing more.
2. Have applied and
been accepted to the college of their choice.
3. Submit a 250-500
word an essay.
Subjects to choose
from:
1. Violence in the community.
2. Should students be
able to evaluate their
teachers, and why?

3. Should prayer be
put back in school?
4. Are professional
athletes paid too much,
and why?
5. Should uniforms be
mandatory in all school,
and why?
The essay must be
submitted by January 4,
2014 to:
Essay Contest
2229 Murilla Way S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
FYI: Each organization is responsible for its
own setup, which will include a 10x10 tent, table
and tabletop banner.
For further information on this event please
contact Linda Watson at
727-348-6600

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

 


  
 
   
  




The Weekly Challenger
 

 
 

  
 


  

      
 
    
  
     
 

                    

3

4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2013

YEAR IN REVIEW

YEAR IN REVIEW, continued on page 8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2013

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Mercedes experience
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
There’s just something
about Crown Automotive
that makes it easy it to buy a
car from them. They say
“word of mouth” is the best
form of advertising, and Dr.
Cynthia
Jollif-Johnson
speaks highly of her sales
person, Marc Sexton, and of
General Manager Larry
Casto.
She had a great experience when trading in her
2002 Mercedes for a shiny
new black 2014 Mercedes
350 E with grey interior.
This is a no-nonsense
woman who researches
everything prior to making
a decision to purchase, especially when it comes to such
an investment.
She debated on whether
to buy a new car or keep the
car she was driving.
Longevity and quality are
important to her and she already had a solid vehicle.
Safety and convenience is
what finally won her over.
“It has computerized
everything. My ability and
agility isn’t what it was when
I was in my 20s, but with this
car whatever you don’t have
it compensates for it, you’re
there,” she giggled saying
she thought she sounded
like a commercial.
Joining her at the car
dealership was her son
Kerey, a car aficionado.
They decided on a price
prior to entering the automotive establishment and
were prepared to make an
offer. The salesman was the

first to lay a price on the
table, to which she countered with a dollar amount of
her own. Sexton left the
room for a few moments to
confer with management
and upon returning he enthusiastically gave her the
good news. Her offer had
been accepted.
With the help of the Internet, Jollif-Johnson knew
exactly what she wanted
right down to the type of emblem on the grille. When
communicating her ornament preference to Sexton
she was told there was a
mix-up. The website page
where she had viewed the
available emblem options
was not accurate due to a
possible glitch.
“I knew what I had seen
on the Internet and had
brought a copy of it with me,
but they were proactive in
offering me a solution and I
liked that. They act in good
faith.” Crown Automotive
volunteered to tint the windows on the Mercedes at no
cost for the inconvenience to
her.
Jollif-Johnson, who is the
associate provost at St. Petersburg College’s Midtown
campus, said she was truly
impressed at her experience
with Crown Automotive.
“Larry is fantastic. It’s always a pleasure to do business with him.”
It’s the forth car she’s
purchased from them and
she’s never been disappointed. She discussed the
positive experience with colleague Dr. Keith Gordon
who said, “They don’t play at
Crown.” His mother-in-law

Cynthia Jollif-Johnson beams ear to ear as she shows off her 2014 Mercedes 350 E.

also just purchased a car.
No more worries about
blind spots and you can talk
on the phone at the touch of
a button; a very important
feature for a woman on the
go!
This satisfied customer
has had her Mercedes for a
week now and several people have asked her about the
car. The no haggle experience is one of the things she
liked best.
If you’re in the market
for a new car, call Crown Automotive at 855-256-3566, or
stop by for a test drive at
6001 34th St. N. in St. Petersburg.

Larry Casto standing next to one of the $29,900 Mercedes.
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Foster recognized for helping to preserve black history
From FOSTER, page 1

Serving in the holiday season
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

Serving people during the holiday season can be rewarding to the servers and much
needed for the recipients. On a recent visit to Bob Evans restaurant, I observed the work
of the staff in spreading joy and good tidings to the customers. Being appreciative of the
service, I began to wonder if I just happen to catch the staff on a good day or is this business as usual. After speaking to General Manager Bob Myers and commending him on
his staff’s hospitality, I spoke to individual employees and posed the question, “How is
it serving in the holiday season?” Here is how they responded.

The African American Heritage Society honored Foster
with a plaque Dec. 19 at City Hall.
go to a lot of funerals and
we started losing real
champions in the AfricanAmerican
community.
Those that had given time,
talent, passion and ideas,
and we were losing our
gems.”
Foster said it occurred
to him that the city needed
to preserve the areas and
tell the stories of what happened there. So he gave
Reese a called, and what
was once a thought is now
preservation society. “This
is such a good idea, it is
going to continue with or
without me,” Foster said.
Reese thanked Foster
for his vision, compassion
and support of the African
American Heritage Association, and “it would not be
an association if it weren’t
from you, so we thank you
so much for all you have
done,” she finished.
The Heritage Association, with the consistent
and insightful help of city

preservation
staffers
Aimee Angel, Kim Hinder
and Derek Kilborn, has
been identifying sites,
buildings, structures, objects, traditional cultural
places, people and districts
significant to AfricanAmerican history in St. Petersburg. The group also
has been creating products such as elevated
street plaques that will
allow the public to better
understand and explore
the role of African Americans in the city.
The initial phase of research and development is
focused on installation of
an interpretative walking
trail. It will explain the period of time extending
from the pioneer era with
the arrival of the first
recorded African American in 1868 through the
civil rights era to 1968.
The first trail titled
“The Deuces,” will focus
on 22nd Street South, with

a special emphasis on local
business, entertainment,
Mercy Hospital and a number of offices built and occupied by doctors who
played a key role in breaking St. Petersburg’s color
barrier and promoting civil
rights within the city.
The second trail titled
“Faith, Family and Education,” will focus on 9th Avenue South, with a special
emphasis on residential
housing types and the role
of neighborhood churches
and educational facilities in
the community.
The trails are expected
to be competed some time
next year, and the Heritage
Association will then move
on to other historic
African-American neighborhoods
such
as
Methodist Town, Pepper
Town, and the Gas Plant
area that disappeared with
the building of Tropicana
Field.

Kevin D. Huntley
“I love cooking and I
like to see people
happy, especially for
the holidays. I get to
do both every day that
I come to work.”

Jim Meihls
“Serving during
the holiday is very
rewarding. People are in
the holiday spirit and if
they aren’t, I like to put
them in the spirit.”

Ashley Jackson
Bob Myers
“I love serving people. I
“It’s great seeing the
know what it’s like to not regulars. People have
have family nearby. We hard days and they come
become family for many in to eat and relax. We
people. They are warm on show them a good time.
the inside so they smile
We make it fun!”
on the outside.”

Jamie Brown
“The holiday is busy
and I feel blessed to
help people. Giving
back is charity. I like
working during the
holiday.”






Paul Stanford, Jr.
“I get great
satisfaction working
the holiday. I’ve been
doing this over 20
years. My goal is to
make people happy.”

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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By Jon Wilson

St. Petersburg 100 years ago
St. Petersburg’s
population
was
hovering around
5,500 that year. The
1910 census reported 4,127 people, including 1,098
African Americans,
or about 27 percent
of the total population. By 1913, the
new city was experiencing a real estate boomlet that
brought new residents and created a
few new jobs. Black
laborers worked on
a new section of
The Gas Plant area experienced some new construction in the 1960s,
trolley line being exbut all of it disappeared when the baseball stadium was built.
tended west all the
way to the Jungle
in what was essentially country. The 22nd Street
area near Boca Ciega Bay.
Late nineteenth century pioneers, both black and South neighborhood would not begin developing in
white, have reported that racial friction was rare or earnest for another decade.
Many early African-American residents provided
non-existent before St. Petersburg began to find its
the
muscle and hands-on labor that built houses and
place on the map when the Orange Belt Railway arrived in 1888. Even for some time afterward, when roads, dug sewers, paved roads and made sure
African-American workers settled what became dozens of other tasks were performed.
Wrote historian Raymond O. Arsenault: “Without
known as Pepper Town, segregation seemed not to
the blood, sweat and tears expended by people of
be strictly enforced.
But by 1913, separation of the races was appar- color, St. Petersburg would not have been the upent, even in the listings of city directories, which and-coming city local whites praised so loudly.”
The year 1913 was also the era of whites-only
purported to note every resident, with his or her adDemocratic
primary elections. Newspapers redress and occupation.
The 1908 directory lists African-American resi- ported that many St. Petersburg African Americans
dents – although each is specially denoted with an paid their poll taxes and otherwise did what was
needed to vote, but were blocked by the Democrats
asterisk.
For example, Elder Jordan Sr., who became a lo- and kept under close watch by white groups with
cally renowned black entrepreneur, was recorded as such names as the “Good Government League.” Acliving at 976 2nd Ave. S. with his wife Mar y. His oc- cording to a June 24, 1913 article in the Miami
cupation was listed as farmer. Elder Jordan Jr., listed News, a citizens group was offering up to $1,500 in
as a mechanic, lived nearby at 918 Second Ave. S. prize money to people who could provide “informaLilla Brayboy, whose surname is widely recognized tion about what is backing the Negroes.” And the
same day, the Evening Independent in St. Peterstoday, lived at 477 10th St. S.
By 1912-13, none of them was listed at all, nor burg reported rumors that a special detective was
were any other black residents, even as they com- in town to keep an eye on black voters.
Fifty years after President Lincoln’s Emancipaprised more than a quarter of the city’s population.
tion
Proclamation, such were the 1913 separatist
This was by design. City leaders did not care to
seeds
that brought about a long era of what was fremake it known that St. Petersburg had a large
quently
brutal racial oppression. In 1915, the secAfrican-American population because they wanted
ond Ku Klux Klan began organizing and the
to attract affluent white people from the North.
Most black people lived in Pepper Town, Sunshine City eventually boasted the second-largest
Methodist Town and a section called Cooper’s Quar- klavern in Florida. And in 1914, the city experienced
ters, which eventually become known as the Gas one of the most horrific episodes in its history: the
Plant neighborhood. A few people lived farther west lynching of a black man suspected of murdering a
white man and assaulting his wife.


 






 
 
 






ChurchAlertz can replace
many costly and time-consuming
tasks for much less. ChurchAlertz
will get any message across instantly at the touch of a button. And
because people read their texts,
you’ll reach a greater percentage of
your audience with your information! You can even include a direct
link to a phone number, email address or web site so that recipients
can contact you instantly.
Get

started

today

by

calling us toll-free at 855-425-3789
and

let

us

show

you

how

you can increase your sales and
lower costs with ChurchAlertz. Or

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS

simply Text ALERTZ to 55469
(555444 in Canada) and a representative will contact you directly.

727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
To be a foster parent, you can be
single or married, have a family
of your own or be an “emptynester.” For more information,
call the Eckerd Recruitment Line
toll-free at 1-866-233-0790.

• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

      

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

   





Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

  

(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696



SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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Pastor Martin Rainey –
“I am resolved to increase
my study, obedience and
sharing the “word of god”
in my community.”

Alvin Lewis – “Aliyah
to ascend. To climb the
higher elevation for safety.”

Aaliyah Eik –
resolve to eat more.”

“I

Clayton White Sr. –
“Living right pays off after
a while.”

Antoinette Thomas –
“I resolve to grow more
spiritually and become
more intimate with God.”

Darr yl E. Rouson,
Esq. – “I resolve to create
huge positive changes in
my community and to grow
closer as family.”

April Washington —
“My New Year’s resolution
is to be more active in our
community.”

A.J. – “I resolve to keep
God first and let him direct
me in every path.”

Delano McLeod —
“My New Year’s resolution
is to make a home in a
church.”

Andre Stevens, Crabs
on the Go – “I resolve to
pray that in 2014, I sell as
many crabs, shrimp and
snow crabs as possible.”

Jadon Etienne — “I
want for my whole family to
be together and be united
again.”

Tamara Ammons —
“To become a stronger
Christian and become
healthier and fit.”

Yusuf A. Shakoor —
“My resolution is to pass
school.”

Audrey Wilson — “To
Vivian Bell — “To walk
in the abundant life purpose quit smoking, exercise and
that God has for me without lose weight, study more
limits. To spread God’s word bible and complete colto as many as possible on a lege.”
daily basis.”

James Dilworth —
“My resolution is to hope to
live to see another year.”

Jeanie Blue — “I resolve to be more loving and
helpful to others and try to
have a closer spiritual walk
with my divine creator.”

Eddie
Rodriguez,
Computer & Electronic
Repairs – “I resolve to
have good health, wealth
and to grow in business.”

Dr. Rachel Sanchez –
“I resolve to help children
make smarter and healthier choices.”

Pab Baker – “I resolve
to spread the awareness of
nutrition and sustainable
gardening through the Edible Peace Patch organization to the community.”

Gayle Simms — “My
New Year’s resolution is to
live, love and be happy!”

Mike Jones — “My
New Year’s resolution is to
focus more on my call in
ministry and the work of
Slick Ali Music.”

Ashley Cunningham —
“My New Year’s resolution
is to read more in my
bible.”

Elaine Chamberlis –
“I resolve to speak kind and
encouraging words.”

Imani Johnson –
“I resolve to make good
grades.”

Irving Richardson Sr.
– “May your New Year’s be
prosperous with blessings.”

Jermaine – “I resolve
to be a better father to my
kids and encourage young
African-American men.

Kenneth Wright –
“Have a God blessed year.”

James
Nelms
–
“I resolve to stay focused.”

Latina Alexander –
“I resolve to get closer to
my family and God.”

Lee Gordon – “I resolve to get more in shape
and have a healthy and
prosperous year.”

Leon Kirchof f – “I resolve to have a closer relationship with God and
family.”

Makkiya Jenkins –
“I resolve to remain on my
path of success with God’s
grace and mercy.”

Marti McCormick –
Happy New Year!

Melissa
Miller –
“I resolve to further my education for a better opportunity for me and my son.”
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising

God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed

to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark your calendar
Dec. 31 at 9:45 p.m.: “To
God Be The Glory.” Watch
Night Service featuring The Dynamic Duo, Dr. Joseph Gordon,

Pastor Emeritus, New Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist
Church and Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. We are
looking forward to seeing you
and your entire family.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and

10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday
night
at
7 p.m. as we study in the book of
Mark - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is now
available for grades K – 9th. If
your child is in need of tutoring in math, reading or improving their FCAT scores,
we can help. For meeting
times contact the church office.
Calling all Tuesday’s our
Male Chorus rehearsal takes

place at 7 p.m., in the main
sanctuary.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave.
S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727-289-6057.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the lat-

est events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE.
Visit our
BRAND NEW website and
let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and
have your weekly announcements and event updates delivered straight to your inbox.
Visit mzprogressive.org and
sign-up today.
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.




Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Rely on God
“For the eyes of the Lord
run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to show Himself
strong on behalf of those
whose heart is loyal to Him.”
2 Chronicles 16:9
In this passage, we find a
prophet named Hanani
speaking a word of rebuke
from the Lord to King Asa.
Instead of relying upon the
Lord to intervene in his battle with King Baasha of Israel, Asa buys a treaty with
another king to take care of
it. In his trials and circumstance, Asa turned from the
Lord as his help and relied
upon man.
Over the years I have
learned that most people
grow up trying to please others, so that they won’t be rejected. It is our human nature
to desire to be loved. People
usually love us based on our
performance. When we do
what people want, then they
accept us, but if we don’t,
then they reject us. Unfortunately, this is the operation of
human love, and none of us
know how, to do anything
else until we experience
God’s love, which is not
based on performance.
God loves us and accepts
us, because He decided to,
not because of what we did or
didn’t do. As Christians, we
should desire a holy lifestyle.
What does that mean? A life
set apart from willful sin. If
we want to experience new

levels in our devotion, we
must rid ourselves of negative thinking, which causes
us to feel or react as though
when we fall into a sinful situation, that God rejects us
and withholds His love from
us every time we fail.
This is far from the truth.
The trick of the enemy is to
move us away from positive
thoughts or praise. When we
love God with our whole
hearts, we become conscious
of what pleases God and what
displeases Him. The more
we please God, scripture informs us that His eyes run to
and from throughout the
earth to be strong on our behalf whose heart is loyal to
him.
The Lord is actively
searching, seeking and
watching over all men and all
things in the earth. The Lord
is not searching for animals
or creatures. He is not
searching out world events,
because He knows all the
happenings in the world even
before they come to pass. He
is not searching after who the
world leaders are. He knew
who they would be even as
they were in the womb.
Nothing goes by apart
from the foreknowledge of
God. Nothing escapes His
eyes they see everything.
God told the prophet Samuel
in 1 Samuel 16:7: “Do not
consider his appearance or
his height for I have rejected

him. God does not look at the
things man looks at. Man
looks at the outward appearance, but God looks at the
heart.”
God is actively searching
the hearts of people. God is
searching every nation,
every country, every state,
city, and town. He is searching every home; every
church at every corner of the
earth. God is searching the
hearts of people, those that
call Him Lord and those that
reject Him. Man searches the
value of the outward, but God
sees the value of a man or
woman in the heart. It is in
the heart a person believes
and it is in the heart that a
person denies Him.
My prayer is that we will
come to rely on God who
promises to us in Hebrews
13:5 that He will never leave
or forsake us. He goes on to
promise us in Isaiah 41:10
“do not fear, for I am with
you; do not be dismayed for I
am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.”
His presence will be with
us through all things. When
we are weak and weary, not
only does He promise to be
with us, but He will uphold us
with His mighty hand. He
will be our strength. He will
support us and show Himself
faithful. Peace and Blessings!
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